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Pen  

Iôm home! Iôm so grateful for the opportunity to be with my mother during her rehab time, and for your 
graciousness in welcoming us home. Your prayers and support have meant so very much to us. Thank 
you! Iôm so blessed to have such a loving, kind, and generous congregation. Thank you for all the ways 
you tended to each other and the church in my absence.  Iôm looking forward to being with you, serving 
as your pastor and working together with you for the glory of God.   
 
I want to take this opportunity to let you know what our home situation is and how I hope to handle 
this new reality.  Mom had a major stoke on the right side of her brain. This resulted in severe weakness 
on her left side. Different physical therapists have different opinions as to whether she will ever walk again.  
She can stand briefly with support, but for now that isnôt sufficient to allow for safe transfers, so we must 
use a hoist to move her from bed to chair.  There are some cognitive losses, but mostly Mom with all her 
personality is still here.   
 
Lily Evans will be working Tuesday and Wednesdays afternoon and evenings, and on Sundays.  
Jeanne McNeil will be working, as she is able.  Mom needs to have someone with her 24 hours a 
day, though much of that time wonôt require hands on care. I will be able to work at home during those 
times. It has been my joy to respond quickly when there is a need, now my response may be slowed by the 
need to find care for Mom. As always, please feel free to call me on my cell phone (575) 386-7476. I 
want to continue to be the best pastor I can, and your needs matter greatly to me.  
 
Iôm learning new rhythms in this season of my life.  Sometimes just slowing down, so that my 
movements donôt cause pain in caregiving. Letting go of some things, because it just canôt all be fit into a 
day.  Being willing to ask for and accept help. Being truly grateful for this time and this season. 
Discovering what it means to ñtake care of yourselfò. 
   
Hope to see you soon  
 Grace and peace  

  Eileen. 
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Pastor Eileen of the Cloudcroft United Methodist Church has been on a three month leave of 

absence to care for her mother following a stroke. During that time three of the Sunday sermons 

have been given to laymen in the church and one by our district superintendent Jane Vaughan. The 

other Sunday sermons have been given by Brother Chuck Harrison, associate pastor at the Cowboy 

Church in Ruidoso.  

On Sunday, October 11, 2015, the church gave Brother Chuck one of our ñSet Free by the Spiritò 

belt buckles in appreciation of his service. The Story of the belt buckle is an interesting part of 

the Cloudcroft history. We are going to print it in our church newsletter. Some of our members 

suggested that it was a story that the Mountain Monthly may choose to print as well. We are giving 

them a copy of the article to use as they see fit.  

 

The Story of Cloudcroft United Methodist Church 

ñSet Free by the Spiritò belt buckles needs one 

m o r e  c h a p t e r  t o complete the story. In our 

history file are two articles about the 

buckles.  

The first, Volume 133, Number 5, is a picture of 

Richard and Mary Mitchell with a display 

plaque at Annual Conference. It gives a 

good description of the significance of the 

various symbols that are a part of the buckle 

design. This is displayed in very fine print on the 

back of each buckle. As stated in the article, ñthe 

buckles contain the Methodist cross and 

flame, which stands for the love of Christ and the 

coming of the Holy Spirit; the open tomb, which 

suggests the victorious Lord; the vine indicating 

the source of Life; and the circuit rider who represents the Christian who goes into the world to 

share the word. Displayed above the cross is an open Bible proclaiming ñJesus is the way, the truth, 

and the life.ò An inscription, ñSet Free by the Spiritò, is imprinted on the lower side of the buckle.  

The second article, dated Feb 23, 1986, is a picture of member David Clipson and Pastor Jay 

Armstrong presenting a buckle to Bishop Lewis Schowengerdt. It further details the sale of the 

buckles as a fund raiser for the church and intended use.  

I have not found any printed  record of the actual origin of the design of our ñSet Free by the 

Spiritò belt buckle. I had heard bits and pieces for years about the story. Three or four years ago 

at Annual Conference I had the privilege of a personal conversation with Pastor John Barrett to 

fill in the details and confirm the authenticity of the story. The purpose of this article is to add a 

printed version of the story to our church history files.  

John Barrett was the Pastor of the Cloudcroft United Methodist Church in 1984 -1985. One night 

he had a dream about the design of a belt buckle. He got up, sketched out the design as best he 

could, then returned to bed. A short time later he had an artist friend refine his sketch into a 

finished design. A short time after that he  had gone to a local restaurant for dinner. He was 

alone and already seated. It was a busy night and there was a rather long line waiting  to be 

seated. There was one gentleman in line who was obviously upset and a bit vocal about the wait. 

John walked over to the line and told the gentleman that he  was alone and already seated. If he 

cared  to join him they would have the receptionist seat him now. He was very grateful to accept 

the offer and they returned to their table. The man introduced himself as Mr. Bostick from El 

Paso. John asked him what business he was in and he replied that his company made belt buckles. 

John asked to be excused for a minute, ran out to his car to get his design folder and returned to 

the table. John asked  Mr. Bostick if he would look at a possible belt buckle design while they were 

waiting for their food. John said he studied the design, in what seemed like an inordinate amount of 

time, before he looked up and said it was the most beautiful design he had ever seen. John then 

asked him if his company would be interested  in producing belt buckles with this design. He said yes 

but if they did there would have to be one addition. There would have to be three crosses. The 

design had the big cross in the middle with the Methodist flame but they would have to add two 

more. After further study they agreed to add two smaller crosses in the lower right corner over 

the open tomb. They contracted for 10,000 limited edition buckles made with high grade pewter and 

the option of having them silver or gold plated. Sale of those buckles was a major source of funds 

for the first expansion of our church building. When you see someone wearing this buckle, 

remember itôs significance.  

           Jim McNeil.  
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Dear Cloudcroft United Methodist Church,  

 

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to fill the pulpit during Pastor Eileenõs leave. You have been a blessing to me that 

no one will ever understand. I cannot put into words the joy and spirit and happiness I felt each time I entered your sanctuary. 

From greeters to the ushers to the musicians to the choir to the members, I have felt ôstrangely warmedõ. My heart goes out to 

you for taking a chance on me and I am grateful for your support and encouragement I received each Sunday.  

 

Thank you for the belt buckle. I will wear it with pride and humility, knowing that it is a special and customized buckle that 

helped begin building of the sanctuary in which you now worship. What a wonderful gesture from you as a church.  

If EVER you need someone to fill in again, please do not hesitate to call on me. I am praying that God will bless me in my 

search to discover what His will is for me. I feel strongly that I am ready to lead a flock of my own but, as you know, the 

bureaucratic red tape sometimes gets in the way. I am enrolled in Certified Lay Minister training and have one more test to take 

in Methodism 101 to complete that certificate, but there is a long way to go before I can become òofficiallyó a pastor of the 

UMC. Pray for my journey to be tolerable and rewarding.  

Remember that God loves you and I love all of you. The Goodness of Gad is like a hot, fresh, glazed Krispy Kreme donutð 

just waiting for you to taste it. Try it; youõll like it.  

 

In Christ,  

Brother Chuck  :)  

Prayers  

 

¶ Susan Saulietis celebrated that her allergic reaction to 

one of her medications is getter better. Thanks for your 

prayers.  

¶ A praise was lifted that Ed Hinds had closed on his 

house in High Rolls and that she and Ed would be moving in 

this week. 

¶ Prayers are requested for Ed Hinds' mother 

Mildred.  She is moving into Betty Dare. Linda lifted up 

Mildred Hinds with a praise that she was able to recognize 

people. 

¶ Bill and Carolyn Sharp had a praise, they sold their 

house.  They also asked for prayers for their daughter Pam 

who has health concerns. 

¶ Please continue to be in prayer for Pastor Eileen and 

her mother Viola as they settle in. 

¶ Marilyn Harig asked for prayers for her sister Marjorie 

Winder for her knee surgery and complications. 

¶ Marilyn Harig asked for prayers for the Diane Koepke 

family.  She passed away Friday night. 

¶ Rebecca Ingle asked for prayers for her brother Vann 

for health issues. 

¶ Mike and Marilyn Moffitt asked for prayers for Randy 

Kimble who is in the hospital with kidney failure.  Randy is 

95. 

¶  Prayers for Gwen's husband who has health problems. 

¶ Please keep Linda in your prayers. She fell and landed 

on her leg which was bent beneath her. 

¶ George Hevner will be moved to a rehab hospital as 
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soon as they complete this phase of his medication.  He is 

now eating solid food and hopefully the rehab hospital will 

get him back on his feet.  Please continue to keep George 

and Judith in your prayers. He has been in the hospital for 

over 20 weeks. 

¶ Fran Moran asked for prayers as she went through a 

heart catherization. 

¶ Bonnie Ramstad asked for prayers for Mary and Cal 

Tyler's son Brian who is dying of cancer. 

¶ A friend of ours in the Mayhill Community, Rusty 

Hinshaw had gall bladder surgery and is in ICU in Alamo. 

¶ Lara Parker requested prayers for friends Cheryl Baykin 

and Scott Nichols.  Both have brain tumors. 

¶ Jim Moore asked for prayers for his nephew who has 

stage 4 lung cancer will be having surgery to remove part of 

his lung.  The doctors have also found a spot on his 

pancreas.  Please keep him in your prayers. 

¶ Charles asked to be with loved ones, please pray for 

healing family and friends. 

¶ Prayers were asked for Teresa and her family. Teresa 

asked that we pray for her family.  

¶ Charles Frank asked for prayers for his nephew to be 

exonerated from trouble. 

¶ Tommy Vaughn asked for prayers because of jail time 

due to DUI, needing strength and courage in his AA program. 

¶ Herb Smiley was a member of our church for a long time 

and he has passed away.  Please keep his family in your 

prayers. 




