
The O`rsnqƍr Pen  (Church Etiquette)  

On March 25th, Paula Merrell (our Staff Parish Committee, Chairperson) shared a most gracious 
announcement of our pending move to serve the Texline UMC starting July 1st. There is a wide range of 
feelings about such changes, both yours and those of the Loy household. We have loved you and enjoyed 
your love. God has been generous to us all. It is Godôs will to take this congregation to even greater heights 
of love and service. Being open to the next pastor is part of the posture of receiving Godôs new blessings. 
Today we will consider the response of the congregation during an appointment change, and in the next 
issue of the Mountain Messenger. I will share the proper response of a pastor when moved. Please keep 
this article in a place you can refer to later, as pastoral appointments can change quickly for many reasons.  
 1.) God calls men and women to pastoral ministry, and moves them according to Divine-time and 
plans. The Bishop and District Superintendents pray and agonize every year to discern Godôs will for 
pastoral appointments. Each one is done with the desire for both the local church and the pastor to prosper 
for the glory of God.  
 2.) Your new pastor deserves a brand new start with you. Donôt compare them to me or any previous 
pastor. No one should have to live up to anotherôs abilities or style of ministry, nor be constantly reminded 
of anotherôs mistakes or shortcomings. Every pastor has unique, God-given gifts for ministry, different 
experiences and a personal call. Please do not even talk about how I preached or taught, or did other 
ministries. Pastors need time to get adjusted without ghosts of the past in their face. That also means 
former pastors should not be asked to return or conduct services instead of the appointed pastor. This 
pulpit is their honor and responsibility to serve.  
 3.) You should not expect any new pastor to be perfect. Remember the scriptures are clear, óAll have 
sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.ô This includes you or any pastor youôve ever had or will have. Be 
grace-filled.  
 4.) The pastor is assigned to this pulpit to preach and teach, and they alone should invite anyone 
into the pulpit. Pastors are charged with the ñWord, Sacrament and Orderò of this Church. If you have any 
concerns, share them with your pastor, not to someone else. Second-hand complaints are potentially 
abusive, and in bad taste. 
 5.) Whenever you are with a new pastor for the next few months, offer your hand and your name. Itôs 
difficult to learn so many names without repetition. 
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MOUNTAIN MESSENGER 

MAY 2012   

 Cloudcroft UMC 

 

 Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

1 



 June meals  

Farewell Reception for Pastor Ran and 
Joyce 

Dessert First!!!  

 

A farewell reception will be held on Sunday, 
June 3 after the worship service to honor our 
pastor, Ran and Joyce, giving us a last 
opportunity to thank them for their ministry with 
us.  Who doesnªt like dessert first, so come 
and enjoy cake and punch/coffee before you 
have lunch after worship! A basket will be 
available if you would like to leave cards/notes/
gifts for them.  Ran and Joyce will be moving 
to their new home in Clayton, NM on 
Wednesday, June 6, and it is our joy to have 
this opportunity to wish them well before their 
departure.  If you have any questions, contact 
Jackie Sledge, SPRC Chair at 915-525-2575. 
 

Welcome for our new pastor, 
 Rev. Eileen Utton 

Please plan to join us for a potluck on 
Sunday, June 24 to welcome our new 
pastor, Rev. Eileen Utton on her first 
Sunday with us. THE THIRD SUNDAY 
POTLUCK IN JUNE IS BEING MOVED TO 
THE 4TH SUNDAY for this occasion.  The 
church will provide the meat dish, so plan 
to bring your favorite side dishes, breads, 
and desserts to complete the meal!  
Please contact Jackie Sledge, SPRC Chair 
for any questions at 915-525-2575.   

With  

First Baptist Church of 

Cloucroft  

 
May 29th ñJune 2nd  

9 am ñNoon.  
 

There will be a Workers 

Training on Sunday, May 6th at 

the Baptist Church right after 

services around 12p.  

 
Registration for VBS will be 

done online.  
Posters with information will 

be available at the Church.  

  
We are in need of a 3rd grade 

teacher. If anyone is interested 

please contact Cynthia Evans.  

  
** CCUMC Preschool will be closed 

during the week of VBS.  

d Potlucks will 

be starting 

again in May a 
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 Preschool Graduation 
18th of May (Friday) 

6:30 PM 
In the Sanctuary 

Pastorôs Pen (continued) é 

YOUTH | The Voice  

 6.) If you would like to develop a close 
relationship with the new pastor, take the initiative 
to meet them for lunch sometime or invite them to 
your home.  
 7.) Be generous with your new pastor (and 
family). They have left many friends behind to 
serve you. Help them unload the moving van, 
shower them with love on holidays and relate to 
them out of love and grace as they will be trying 
to do with you.  
I encourage you to take these suggestions to 
heart and exercise them with grace and love. If 
you do these things, you and the new pastor will 
bond quickly, enabling you to get down to the 
service of the church together more quickly.  
 
Peace, Ran  

 
 
 
We have so appreciated the many of you who have provided a meal before the weekly youth group 
this year. It is a blessing to many students, and we thank you! There isn't much to report. So instead 
I would like to tell you what a typical night at youth looks like: The kids gather and play a bit until I 
call them together to eat. After we pray, they mob the serving line like kids at Christmas time! We eat 
and fellowship for half an hour and then go upstairs for announcements and worship. Rudy Wood has 
been on board with his guitar this year. You may pray for us that the idea of worship really takes  
hold. It is a lot of great singing, but I would love for the kids to sing with their hearts as well as their 
mouths! We finish with a lesson, scripture, and prayer. Aaron has brought in some fun games and 
activities as well. We love these students and believe God does too! Thank you for praying for them 
with us!  
 
I am looking to schedule a breakfast burrito fundraiser for camp $. I'll let ya know...  
 
~Nicolette  
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Glenn Gillett  had a bad fall while 

working on the Church Parsonage.  He 

broke his pelvis in multiple places and 

broke his back in 2 places. They air lifted 

him to Thomason Hospital in El Paso 

where, as of the 25th of April, he was in 

ICU.   

 

Please lift Glenn and Judy in your prayers 

�I�R�U�� �*�R�G�¶�V�� �J�U�D�F�H-filled intervention in his 

treatment and healing.  Prayerful notes 

a n d  c a r d s  m a y  b e  s e n t 

to   jrgillett@pvtnetworks.net   ,  or  to  1 

Senior Circle, Mayhill, NM 88339. 

There will be no 

Bell Choir for 

the Summer 

Months. 

BELL CHOIR 

GRADUATION 

IS NEAR!  
hfhfhfhfhfhf 

�7�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�¶�V�� 

Baccalaureate will be held at the 

First Baptist Church in  

Cloudcroft on May 25th at 

6:00pm. 
hfhfhfhfhfhf 

Graduation will be held on May 

26th at the Cloudcroft High 

School gymnasium at 2:00pm.  

The Office 
will be closed 

Monday, May 
28th for  

Memorial  
Day  

WIM will be holding a Bake sale  
at  

Mayfair   
May 26- 27th  

At Zenith Park 
10am- 5pm 

Volunteers are asked to arrive at the church on  
Friday, May 25th at 3pm to help set up.  

T hey will open the booth at 8am Saturday, May 26th.  
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